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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to communication filed on November 25, 
2009. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 4 and 5, filed November 25, 2009, with 
respect to amended claim 16 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with John Torrente (Reg. 26,359) on November 25, 2009. 

4. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the 
Examiner and agreed upon by Applicant: Figure 7 should be labeled "prior art", or 
something of similar nature. 

5. In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make 
these above agreed upon drawing changes. 

6. The Patent and Trademark Office no longer makes drawing changes. See 
1 01 7 O.G. 4. It is applicant's responsibility to ensure that the drawings are 
corrected. Corrections must be made in accordance with the instructions below. 
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INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 



Replacement Drawing Sheets 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement sheets which 
incorporate the desired changes and which comply with 37 CFR 1 .84. An 
explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing 
amendments section, or remarks, section of the amendment paper. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121 (d). A replacement sheet must include all of the figures appearing on 
the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be 
labeled as "amended." If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted 
by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless 
applicant is notified. 

Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's 
name, and application number, or docket number (if any) if an application 
number has not been assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it 
must be placed on the front of each sheet and within the top margin. 

Annotated Drawing Sheets 

A marked-up copy of any amended drawing figure, including annotations 
indicating the changes made, may be submitted or required by the examiner. 
The annotated drawing sheet(s) must be clearly labeled as "Annotated Sheet" 
and must be presented in the amendment or remarks section that explains the 
change(s) to the drawings. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the time 
period set in the Office action. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). Failure to take corrective 
action within the set period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 

If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new 
drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period 
set for reply in the "Notice of Allowability." Extensions of time may NOT be 
obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 for filing the corrected drawings 
after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 16 and 17 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ALBERT H. CUTLER whose telephone 
number is (571)270-1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 
(9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/Sinh Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
AC 
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